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Colorado Contractor
Helps Rebuild Greensburg

Greensburg, Kan. – A year after a 
devastating tornado leveled Greens-
burg, Kan., on May 4, 2007, a Freder-
ick, Colo.-based contractor has helped 
the fi rst commercial reconstruction take 
root along the rural town’s main street. 
More than 95 percent of the structures 
were rubble when Del Fast, CEO of 
Mishler Construction Co. (www.mish-
lerconstruction.com), arrived on the 
scene with equipment to extend help 
within days of the F-5 storm. Fast’s 
wife is from a small town west of 
Greensburg. 

From left, Del Fast of Mishler Construction, 
Frederick, Colo.; Ken Davidson of Side-by-Side
 and Rogers Strickland of Strickland 
 Construction, both of Olathe, Kan., in 
front of the new store recently completed 
in  Greensburg, Kan.

“Four of us, including Howard Kelley 
and Stu Featherston, from my church 
in Niwot, and Gary Jantz, a friend from 
Greeley who grew up in Greensburg, 
headed out to survey the area,” Fast 
said. “I had done similar volunteer work 
with Mennonite groups. We have since 
collaborated with another Butler metal 
building contractor based in Olathe, 
Kan., that I’ve come to know through 
our mutual interest in church construc-
tion. They led the donated project for 
the reconstruction of a non-profi t store 
operated by the Greensburg Ministerial 
Alliance.”

The group of churches had operated 
the Care & Share Thrift Shop & Food 
Pantry for 25 years to benefi t people in 

need in the county. The old store was 
leveled by the 200-mph winds and 
became a candidate for replacement 
because the contractors preferred its 
non-profi t nature and community-wide 
mission. The replacement store was es-
sentially completed in February 2008 
after multiple trips – many times during 
bitter winter conditions – by volunteer 
teams, including a group of personnel 
from Mishler Construction. Their col-
lective efforts were coordinated over 
the winter by Side-by-Side Interna-
tional, a non-denominational service 
organization based in Olathe, Kan., 
that has constructed donated buildings 
in impoverished villages in Central 
America, Jamaica, Brazil, tsunami-rav-
aged Sri Lanka, and hurricane-shat-
tered areas of Mississippi. 

The project team worked with a 
LEED®-certifi ed design consultant, 
subcontractors, youth and church 
groups, and individual donors and sup-
pliers to create the replacement store. 
It embodies “green” design features 
promoted for the town’s reconstruction 
and is the subject of a 13-part television 
series that will air on Planet Earth, a 
new television venture by The Discov-
ery Channel. The movie actor and envi-
ronmental activist, Leonardo DiCaprio, 
has helped promote the town’s rebirth 
as a model eco-friendly community. 

The completed Care & Share Thrift Shop & 
Food Pantry building in Greensburg.

“It was obvious that the town needed 
a sign of commercial reconstruction 
to get under way as soon as possible, 
which made the Butler pre-engineered 
metal building the logical construction 
choice for the project,” refl ected Fast, 
who builds projects applying metal 

buildings throughout his trade area of 
Colorado. “Rebuilding it as a volunteer 
initiative also made a statement about 
what can be accomplished even with-
out the drawn-out process of waiting 
for federal disaster recovery funds.” 

The devastation caused by the tornado as it 
passed through Greensburg.

Since committing to the project in 
July 2007, the initiative raised the 
equivalent of more than $350,000 
in private donations for the 5,000-
square-foot project that has involved 
20 contributing partners. Design was 
underway by August and construction 
proceeded over the winter despite the 
challenging conditions. Hernly Associ-
ates, of Lawrence, Kan., served as proj-
ect architects, and PKMR Engineers, 
Overland Park, Kan., served as the me-
chanical and electrical engineers.

Working within a limited budget and 
reliant on donated resources, the proj-
ect adapted a metal building system 
supplied by Butler Manufacturing Co. 
to include sustainable features such as 
a foundation insulated with 3 inches of 
foamboard, a standing seam metal roof 
system insulated to an R-38 rating, 
and R-16 factory-insulated metal wall 
panels for the sides and rear wall. The 
storefront has a vintage character com-
mon to many rural town streetscapes, 
except it applies double-pane, low-E 
glazing. In addition to the substantial 
building envelope, the store has in-
sulated skylights, an energy-effi cient 
HVAC system and a 3,700-cfm ven-
tilation system for transitional season 
cooling as other energy-effi cient fea-
tures. Comparable benefi ts will derive 
from the high-effi ciency lighting; its 60 
fi xtures can selectively deliver 75 foot-
candles in two zones.

“It means a lot to us to have the 
Thrift Shop operating, again,” said 
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 Pastor Marvin George, president of the 
Greensburg Ministerial Alliance. “For 
years, food drives and up to $15,000 
a year in proceeds from the store have 
benefi ted the needy throughout Kiowa 
County. That is why so many things 
about this new building are symbolic 
of how this community is coming 
back together”

Much still remains to be done, 
 however. 

To fully appreciate the impact of the 
storm, consider that the town’s foot-
print was approximately 2 miles wide. 
The funnel was 1.7 miles wide when 
it howled through Greensburg and 
claimed 11 lives along its path through 
the town. Aerial news photos remind-
ed many of Hiroshima after the atom 
bomb. The havoc unleashed that night 
on Greensburg made national news 
about a community that had only 1,400 
residents. It was most noted before the 
storm as the site of the biggest hand-
dug well and for a half-ton meteorite 
that had been retrieved years ago from 
an Ellis Peck farm fi eld east of town. 

NUCA Supports Campaign
Of New Mexico Candidate

Rio Rancho, N.M. – Daniel K. East, 
National Utility Contractors Associa-
tion (NUCA) senior 
vice president and 
president of NUCA 
member company 
Cone Construction 
in New Mexico, 
has been placed on 
the offi cial ballot 
for the June 3 New 
Mexico primary. 
East is seeking the 
seat of U.S. Representative Tom Udall, 
a Democrat from New Mexico’s third 
congressional district, who is running 
for the U.S. Senate. Disillusioned 
with the current elected offi cials, East 
decided to run – as an outsider and a 
small businessman – “to bring positive 
change to New Mexico.”

In announcing that he had made the 
ballot, East said: “I have received calls 
from supporters all over the district and 

all have said that momentum is on our 
side and that for a newbie who lacks 
name recognition we’re doing very 
well.” A candidate must get a minimum 
of 20 percent of the delegates in the 
New Mexico GOP’s pre-primary nomi-
nating convention to make it on the 
primary ballot. East easily qualifi ed by 
picking up 32.1 percent of the delegates 
during the March 15 vote. While noting 
Republican Marco Gonzales’ 67.9 per-
cent, several political analysts say that 
both are “solid candidates” and that it’s 
still defi nitely “a race to watch.”

The NUCA PAC Committee has al-
ready contributed $5,000 to East’s cam-
paign. Anyone wishing to assist East 
in competing with opponents who are 
well-funded professional politicians can 
send a check payable to Dan East for 
Congress to 1380 Rio Rancho Boule-
vard SE #296, Rio Rancho, NM 87124, 
or call (505) 414-1789 for credit card 
processing. (Note: The Federal Election 
Commission limits individual donations 
to $2,300 per person for each of the pri-
mary and general elections. Corporate 
donations cannot be accepted.)

Reed Elsevier To Sell RBI
London – Reed Elsevier has an-

nounced plans to sell Reed Business 
Information, the business-to-business 
publishing division that includes Reed 
Construction Data and all of its prod-
uct lines – including Rocky Mountain 
Construction. 

Reed Elsevier chief executive Crisp-
in Davis said the move was aimed at 
“reducing exposure to advertising mar-
kets and cyclicality,” enabling the An-
glo-Dutch group to focus on its core 
business of “subscription-based infor-
mation and workfl ow solutions.” 

“RBI is a well-managed, high-quali-
ty business as evidenced by the success 
of its online growth and the control of 
costs,” Davis commented. 

No talks are yet underway with po-
tential buyers, and no timetable has 
been laid out for the sale. “The precise 
method of divestment of RBI will be the 
subject of review in coming months,” 
said a company statement. 

In 2007, RBI had revenues of $1.76 
billion, of which around 60 percent 
comes from advertising and 30 percent 
was earned online. Adjusted operating 
profi t was $233 million.

Clyde Hires 
Recruiting Manager

Springville, Utah – W.W. Clyde & 
Co. has hired Heriberto “Rico” Rive-
ra-Torres as recruiting manager. He is 
charged with handling the company’s 
recruiting efforts for both full-time po-
sitions and internships.

In this position, Rivera-Torres will 
network with hiring fi rms and compa-
nies to identify seasoned and experi-
enced professionals to join the W.W. 
Clyde & Co. team. He will also be in-
volved with recruiting at local and re-
gional schools, including high schools 
and colleges. Additionally, he will 
work with the other Clyde Companies 
to expand their recruiting efforts. 

“Rico brings with him nearly a decade 
of work experience, and he is amply 
suited to take our recruiting efforts to the 
next level,” said Brian Johnson, director 
of human resources. “He is a welcome 
addition to our growing  company.” 

More information about W.W. Clyde 
& Co. is available at www.wwclyde.net.

Cashman Names
Reno Sales Manager

Las Vegas – Cashman Equipment 
Co. has announced the appointment 
of Jim Sands as Reno sales manager, 
responsible for putting the Caterpillar 
dealer’s Reno sales organization in the 
forefront of the heavy equipment in-
dustry in the local marketplace. 

Prior to joining Cashman, Sands was 
employed by a neighboring California 
Caterpillar dealership for 19 years. Dur-
ing his career at Johnson Machinery, he 
held a variety of positions within the 
parts and service departments, as well 
as the Power Systems Division, before 
transitioning to the earthmoving side 
of the business. There, Sands managed 
Johnson’s Heavy Rentals Department 
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