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COVER STORY
Designing a Space for Man and Machine

Ten-ton cranes and human-sized staff feel at home in Precision Drilling’s new digs in Red Deer, Alberta

them two or three times a week—usually three—to make certain 
everyone had buy-in every step of the way,” O’Neill explains. 
“That was critical, because this building was going to have to 

serve so many functions.”
    The front section of the building houses 
the company’s central file, which keeps 
maintenance and personnel records and 
absolutely everything needed for well over 
300 active pieces of equipment and 3,000 
to 4,000 personnel files that are all kept 
there, O’Neill says. “The central file room 
designed with a rolling file system was 
perfect. They came up with the idea and 
executed it perfectly,” O’Neill says.
 The perimeter of the building is 

primarily used for office 
space, and is accented 
by floor-to-ceiling glass on 
the front façade. At the 
building’s core are work 
rooms, meeting rooms, 
and storage facilities. 
A spacious executive 
boardroom seats 30+, 
and is fully wired so staff 
can connect wirelessly and 
reach out to Precision’s 
satellite branch offices 
throughout Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, and parts of 
British Columbia. Oil and 
gas industry organizations 
often schedule meetings 
in the comfortable, well- 
appointed boardroom. The 
back section of the structure 
contains eight service 
bays and one wash bay. 
(continued on back)

P    recision Completion and Production Services of Red Deer, 
Alberta, had simply run out of room. The oil and gas 
contractor (more informally known as Precision Drilling) 

needed a new building. After several 
months of preliminary discussions with 
Scott Builders, a Butler Builder® also 
headquartered in Red Deer, the two 
organizations had agreed on a plan.   
 Like many of the world’s great ideas, 
it was drawn up on a cocktail napkin. 
 Will Woodward, LEED® AP Manager 
for Scott Builders, worked closely with 
John Hyslop of Precision Drilling to flesh 
out that napkin sketch into a design-
build plan for a structure that would 
accommodate more than 65 office and shop employees as 
well as space suitable for housing the firm’s massive drilling 
equipment and ancillary machinery. We’re talking about heavy 
metal here: hundreds of pieces of equipment, including multiple 
10-ton cranes and other heavy-duty equipment. 
 Sadly, Mr. Hyslop became ill and later passed away before 
he could see his napkin-sketch vision realized as a beautiful 
23,000 sq. ft. combination pre-engineered and conventional 
steel structure-- a place where man and machine share space in 
peace and harmony.  
 Luckily Matt O’Neill, manager of equipment support services 
for Precision, was able to step in as project manager about a 
third of the way through the building’s construction. 

MANAGEMENT CLOSELY INVOLVED

While O’Neill became the point man on the project, Precision 
Drilling had several levels of management that remained highly 
involved. “Lots of people were giving direction to the guys at 
Scott Builders,” O’Neill says. “With so many of our people 
involved, it was hard to keep everybody happy, but they 
managed to do it.”
 Will Woodward kept all the decision makers at Precision 
in the loop throughout the construction process. “We met with 

PRECISION COMPLETION 
& PRODUCTION SERVICES
Butler Builder®: Scott Builders, Inc. 
Size: 23,000 square feet 
Butler® Systems: Widespan™ structural 
system, MR-24® roof system, Shadowall™ 
wall system 
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E    nvironmental responsibility has been 
a core value of Lundberg Family Farms 
since long before the term “green” 

became the building industry standard it  
is today. 
 In 1937, Albert and Frances Lundberg 
moved their family to the Sacramento Valley 
of California from Nebraska, where the Dust 
Bowl crisis had ravaged the soil of its rich 
nutrients. They were determined to instill 
in their four sons a respect for the land and 
a need to nurture the soil for the benefit of 
future generations. 
 The family went on to pioneer their organic 
rice that is grown in America and start the 
Lundberg Family Farms brand in the 1970’s. 
 Now in its third generation of leadership, 
Lundberg Family Farms remains as 
committed as ever to environmental 
responsibility. A recent example of this 
focus can be found in the company’s new 
28,000-square-foot administration center, 
which was completed in August of 2011.
 The facility project was undertaken with 
sustainable building attributes top of mind. 
Specifically, Lundberg wanted to emphasize 
such features as natural lighting, high 
insulation values, and recycled materials with 
the construction of its new workspace. 

Lundberg Family Farms’ 
new administration center 
was built with a focus on 
sustainability. 

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013

Responsible 
plan for  
growth

by curt bussen 
photography by  

chip allen photography
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With environmental responsibility as a core 
value, the Lundberg Family Farms facilities 
staff did exhaustive research to find the 
most efficient construction approach.

Looking to add efficiencies
Prior to building its new administration 
center, Lundberg Family Farms had conducted 
its business functions from several smaller 
buildings on the company’s 26-acre campus in 
Richvale, California. Lundberg’s management 
sought to consolidate under one roof to add 
greater efficiencies in terms of both employee 
productivity and facility operations.
 Lundberg assembled a building design 
team that met weekly to develop ideas 
and goals for the project. The group did 
exhaustive research to find the most efficient 
construction approach. 
 David Postema, Facilities Manager for 
Lundberg Family Farms, recalls how thorough 
the company was in analyzing all of the green 
building options currently available. 
 “We looked at geothermal, passive systems 
for heating and cooling, straw-bale walls, 
living roofs…you name it, I think we looked 
at it,” says Postema. “But most didn’t pencil 
out when we looked at what benefits it would 
bring versus the costs,” he continues. 
 Helping Postema perform cost analysis on 
the various building methods was Andy Wood, 
President of North Valley Building Systems, 
Inc. (NVBS)—a Butler Builder® located in 
Chico, California. 
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 NVBS was initially brought in because 
NVBS had done a small project for Lundberg 
Family Farms in the past, so there was already 
a familiarity between the two parties.
 “We went through several different concept 
designs before we ended up where we are, and 
Andy was instrumental in helping us find the 
best option,” says Postema.

A natural choice
NVBS has extensive experience helping its 
customers build green affordably, and the 
company would ultimately help Lundberg 
Family Farms find the ideal building solution 
as well. 
 The fact that Butler® buildings are both 
highly recyclable and cost effective to build 
played a key role in steering Lundberg 
toward a Butler systems construction 

solution. 
 Wood also worked with Butler’s 
engineering staff to develop plans for another 
key aspect of Lundberg Family Farms’ new 
administration center—a clerestory design 
element.
 “Once the architect gave us the conceptual 
design, we then worked with Butler’s Kansas 
City design team to put together the project,” 
says Wood.
 With rows of windows that run the length 
of both sides, the clerestory brings a flood of 
natural light inside the facility. 
 The obvious benefit of ‘daylighting,’ as it’s 
called in the building industry, is the fact that it 
lowers the need for artificial lighting inside the 
building. And according to Postema, it has also 
made a significant increase in the productivity 
of the Lundberg Family Farms staff. 

RESPONSIBLE PLAN
FOR GROWTH

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 20136 

Location, window 
placement, and number 
of windows was taken 
into consideration for 
maximum sunlight into 
the building. The benefit 
of sunlight indoors, 
called ‘daylighting,’ 
increased productivity 
of the staff.
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 “I can tell you from my perspective that 
now when I go into a more conventional 
building with a T-Bar ceiling and fluorescent 
lights, it feels claustrophobic,” says 
Postema. “There’s definitely a much different 
environment in this building,” he continues. 

The science of managing sunlight
While maximizing the benefits of daylighting 
may seem as simple as adding more windows 
to the building design, the process for 
Lundberg was actually much more detailed 
and calculated.
 Lundberg built a foam-core 1/8-scale 
building model called a 
heliodon, which allowed 
the company to analyze 
how much light the 
building received under 
various configurations.
 “We did a scale model, 
took it to the local utility 
center, and did some 
daylight testing before we 
moved forward on the construction,” says 
Postema. 
 The testing process involved rotating the 
building model on an axis to simulate the 
solstice or equinox from sunup to sundown. 

Light sensors were mounted inside the model 
to collect data over the course of a day. 
 “We played with the window placements, 
the size of the windows, and the amount of 
windows—and then measured the light that 
came in,” Postema continues. 
 The testing process provided the 
input needed for Lundberg to create the 
ideal window configuration for its new 
administration center. And since the 
majority of the light was designed to come 
from the clerestory windows high above,  
the issue of direct sunlight causing glares 
inside the building was virtually eliminated.

Staying on course 
with construction  
 For a building 
specifically designed  
to harness the power  
of sunlight, it was, 
ironically, constructed 
during one of the rainiest 
seasons on record in 

northern California. 
 “The weather was definitely a challenge…
both getting to the jobsite and constructing 
the building,” recalls Wood. 
 But despite the obstacles, NVBS was able 

Andy Wood, President 
of NVBS and a Butler 
Builder®, had worked 
with Lundberg Family 
Farms in the past 
and has extensive 
experience helping  
its customers build 
green affordably. 

"There’s definitely a much different environment in this building”
DAVID POSTEMA
 

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013

Butler Builder®: North Valley  
Building Systems, Inc.
Size: 28,000 square feet 
Butler® Systems: Widespan™ structural 
system, AEP standing-seam roof system 

LUNDBERG 
FAMILY FARMS 

ADMINISTRATION CENTER
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to break ground in the winter of 2011 and hand 
the keys over to Lundberg later that year in 
August. Wood credits the Butler® systems used 
in construction for helping to keep the project 
on schedule. 
 NVBS used the Widespan™ structural system 
from Butler to construct the facility. In addition 
to offering quick assembly, the versatile 
system creates wide-open, column-free space 
on the interior to further enhance Lundberg’s 
office productivity. 
 The roof is a standing-seam roof system 
supplied by AEP Span, a sister company of 
Butler Manufacturing™. It features a high-profile 
design, and the white finish provides the 
performance characteristics of cool roofs—
reflecting sunlight to lower roof temperatures 
and reduce the energy needed to cool the inside 
of the facility.
 The building, which was built to LEED® 
standards but not formally certified, also has a 
high insulation value. It features an R-36 on the 
walls and an R-48 on the roof system. 
 Additional construction elements  
include conventional steel stud framing,  

The Space Shuttle 
Endeavor’s highly 
publicized 12-mile 
journey through the 
streets of LA took 
nearly two full days to 
complete. Power lines 
and trees were removed 
to provide access, 
and approximately 
2,700 steel plates 
were placed on the 
streets to support the 
infrastructure below.

“The weather was definitely a challenge…
both getting to the jobsite and constructing 
the building”
ANDY WOOD

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013

RESPONSIBLE PLAN
FOR GROWTH
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“Having the builder involved in the design process is critical”
MATT O'NEILL

as well as a combination of stucco walls  
and wood cladding constructed from 
reclaimed materials. 
 According to Wood, the entire building 
envelope was enclosed before the interior 
was finished out to allow for completion of 
another unique design element—a radiant 
heating system under a standard unfinished 
concrete floor. 
 “We built our exterior footings and 
foundation beginning in the winter of 2011. We 
erected the building, installed the roof system, 
and had the building enclosed before any of 

the interior concrete and construction was 
done. That allowed us to protect the floor,” 
says Wood.
 Given all the value engineering that went 
into the green features of the Lundberg Family 
Farms new administration center, Postema 
feels fortunate to have had NVBS involved 
from early on. 
 “Having the builder involved in the design 
process is critical, and Andy definitely added 
a tremendous amount of value to the project,” 
Matt says. s 

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013 9

The Widespan structural 
system from Butler 
creates a column-free 
space on the interior.  
And the high-sloped 
roof system provides the 
advantages of a cool roof. 
These elements enhance 
office productivity and 
reduce energy costs.  
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Monroe 33 Tennis, Basketball & Sports Center earns high  
praise from the design community and general public alike.  

by curt bussen, photography by fred KlatsKy

When facility owner Fred Klatsky 
set out to build Monroe 33 Tennis, 
Basketball & Sports Center in 

Monroe Township, New Jersey, he and his 
architect Alex Levitsky didn’t need to do 
a lot of research on possible construction 
approaches. They decided right away to go 
with a systems construction solution from 
Butler Manufacturing™. 
 Klatsky had owned other tennis facilities 
in the past that were Butler® buildings, and 
he’s been sold on their functionality and 
performance ever since. 
 Meanwhile Levitsky’s firm, Global Sports & 
Tennis Design Group, specializes in developing 
architectural plans for sports facilities—
and Levistky is also a firm believer in the 
advantages that Butler® products offer.  
 “It’s Butler’s roof that really sells us. It has 
interlocking panels, so there are no screws 
that can work loose under expansion and 
contraction,” says Klatsky. “That’s critical in 
my business…I just can’t afford to have roof 

leaks,” he continues. 
 If Klatsky seems to know more about roof 
systems than most building owners, there is 
another good reason for it. As a former trial 
attorney and judge, he had been involved 
firsthand with several legal cases in which 
leaky roofs caused devastating damage for 
business owners. 
 For this reason, Klatsky insisted on building 
his new sports facility with the MR-24® roof 
system from Butler, a proven weathertight 
system with 44+ years of in-place performance. 
 The fact that Butler building systems can 
readily accommodate the wide-open spaces 
needed for tennis, basketball, and soccer was 
another clear reason for choosing this method 
of construction. 

Overcoming unforeseen challenges  
 Just when construction was beginning to 
ramp up in April of 2009, the entire project took 
an unexpected turn. The general contractor 
went bankrupt, halting construction and leaving 

A SMASHING SUCCESS

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013
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The construction of a 
sports center requires 
wide-open spaces and 
a weathertight roofing 
system. Butler was 
the obvious choice for 
the Monroe 33 Tennis, 
Basketball & Sports 
Center.

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013

Klatsky in a lurch. He needed to be open by early 
November at the very latest or risk losing the 
entire indoor tennis season. 
 Fortunately for Klatsky, the solution came 
naturally—and quickly. Fenton Construction, a 
Butler Builder® since 1972, located in Warren, 
New Jersey, had already been awarded the 
subcontract to furnish and erect the Butler 
building. Fenton had spent much time working 
closely with the architect in the design and 
layout of the facility and knew the project 
inside and out. Because the project team 
had such a positive experience working with 
Fenton, Klatsky asked if the company would be 
interested in assuming the general contractor 
role on the project. 
 “Of course the answer was yes! We actually 
took over as the general contractor within 

a matter of weeks and ended up building 
the entire project,” recalls Carl Lunde, Vice 
President of Business Development for Fenton 
Construction. “Using the Butler product, there 
was no problem with erecting the building—and 
it went up very quickly,” he continues.
 Despite the hurdle, Klatsky couldn’t be 
happier with the way things turned out. “It was 
like night and day between my first general 
contractor and Fenton,” he says. “They were 
more efficient, more thorough, and able to 
manage all of the jobs that were going on at the 
same time.”
 
Built for performance
 The Monroe 33 Tennis, Basketball & Sports 
Center facility consists of two buildings that 
are both approximately 40,000 square feet, 
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A SMASHING
SUCCESS

The wide-open spaces 
and durability of the 
structure provide a 
perfect sports complex.

separated from each other by a 20-foot space 
that runs the entire length of the buildings. 
 The center was specifically designed with 
this twin-building configuration in order to 
create a separation for fire-safety purposes. 
An additional structure does connect the two 
buildings in the middle to create seamless flow 
inside the center. 
 Included in the two buildings are five 
tennis courts, two regulation-size basketball 
courts, a 20,000 square foot turf field for 
soccer, baseball, football, a viewing lobby, and 
administrative office areas. 
 The center also includes high-tech video 
cameras on every tennis and 
basketball court, an advanced 
lighting system, and a state-
of-the-art air-conditioning and 
heating system. 
 Both main buildings feature 
the MR-24 roof system from 
Butler, with a unique roof 
slope of 3-27/32:12. According 
to Lunde, this precise 
geometry was necessary to 
maximize the ridge height, while still keeping 
the total height under 35 feet. Anything above 
would have required a variance to the building 
permit. 
 Lunde further explains that the MR-24 roof 
on both buildings were constructed as an R-30 
with a Simple Saver insulation system— 

a heavy-duty facing that is fastened to the 
bottom of the roof purlins. 
 The durable interior facing protects against 
the threat of errant tennis balls and soccer 
balls below and the white facing is ideal for 
reflecting the facility’s indirect lighting to 
maximize visibility. 
 To accommodate the uninterrupted space 
required for tennis, basketball, and soccer, 
Fenton used the Widespan™ structural 
system from Butler. Eliminating columns 
also enhances viewing from the center’s 
6,700-square-foot lobby. 
 According to Lunde, the versatile 

Widespan system also offers 
construction advantages. 
“The Butler building frames 
and secondary structurals 
bolted up perfectly allowing 
for quick, efficient erection. 
Within nine days of starting 
the building erection, we were 
able to have the first 40,000 
square foot unit entirely 
framed, one wall sheeted, and 

the MR-24 roof system started”.
 The walls of the Monroe 33 facilities were 
constructed with the Shadowall™ wall system 
from Butler, with six inches of insulation. “We 
really like using Shadowall panels, because 
you’re able to get R-19 insulation—and it looks 
great and is easy to erect as well,” says Lunde.

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013

Butler Builder®:  
Fenton Construction Co., Inc.
Size: 78,000 square feet
Butler® Systems:  
Widespan™ structural system,  
MR-24® roof system, Shadowall™ 
wall system

MONROE 33 TENNIS, 
BASKETBALL &  
SPORTS CENTER

“It’s Butler’s roof that really sells us. It has inter-
locking panels, so there are no screws that can 
work loose under expansion and contraction”
FRED KLATSKY
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“The Butler Building frames and secondary structurals bolted up  
perfectly allowing for quick, efficient erection”
CARL LUNDE

Meeting the deadline—and 
exceeding expectations
 Through all of the building challenges, 
Fenton was able to complete construction of 
Monroe 33 on schedule and get the facility 
up and running in time for the indoor tennis 
season. 
 After construction was complete, the 
durability of the Butler systems was quickly 
put to the test twice. Hurricane Irene hit in 
August of 2011 and Superstorm Sandy followed 
in October of 2012. On both occasions, the 
facility withstood the storms with virtually no 

damage done. 
 The biggest challenge, Lunde jokes, was 
the fact that the facility’s parking spaces were 
quickly maxed out due to the overwhelming 
initial success of the new facility. 
 Members of the local community weren’t 
the only ones to be impressed by Monroe 33 
Tennis, Basketball & Sports Center. In 2011, 
the facility was honored by the American 
Sports Builders Association (ASBA) as the 
winner of its Indoor Multi Purpose category of 
the organization’s annual awards program. s

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013
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Walking the Walk
Washington Electric makes energy efficiency the number-one 

priority in constructing its new headquarters facility. 

by curt bussen   photography by d. altMan fleischer

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013
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Maximizing energy efficiency is a key 
concern on virtually every new 
commercial construction project 

today. But when the construction happens to 
be for the electric provider itself, it’s easy to 
understand how the priority takes on even 
greater importance. Such 
was the case for Washington 
Electric Cooperative, Inc., a 
distribution coop located in 
Marietta, Ohio. 
 Washington Electric had 
been operating for years out 
of three different facilities, 
serving its approximately 
10,500 customers in six counties of 
southeastern Ohio. After five years of site 
planning and land acquisition, the company 
was ready to consolidate under one roof, 
adding both operational and administrative 
efficiencies in the process.
 Chief among Washington Electric’s 
goals with its new facility was the desire to 
build to LEED® standards, underscoring its 
commitment to energy efficiency. Additionally, 
the company had a vested interest in using 
a local company for construction. Doing so 
would assure compliance to an agreement that 

enabled Washington Electric to receive a 50% 
tax abatement on the project from the local 
governing bodies. 
 Each of these factors led Ken Schilling, 
General Manger and CEO of Washington 
Electric, to contact Mondo Building & 

Excavating, Inc., a Butler 
Builder® based in nearby 
Reno, Ohio. “They had a 
quality reputation here in 
town, and a couple of us 
were familiar with facilities 
they had already built,” he 
says. 

 
Persistence pays off for Mondo 
 Washington Electric approached Mondo for 
a design-build solution. “We worked a lot with 
Mondo early on to develop what we wanted 
and what we felt would work best,” says 
Schilling. 
 Despite developing an immediate rapport 
with Mondo since the project was receiving 
financial assistance from the local Rural Utility 
Service, a government agency, they required 
the project to go through a bid process. After a 
total of nine bidders and 90-days, Mondo was 
still the clear choice for Washington Electric.  

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013

Butler Builder®: Mondo Building & 
Excavating, Inc.
Size: 30,000 square feet
Butler® Systems:         
Widespan™ structural system, MR-24® roof 
system, Butlerib® II wall system

WASHINGTON ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC.

“We added a clerestory that runs the entire 200-feet length 
of the facility. It has 30-inch windows that add daylight and 
help conserve energy by reducing the daily lighting needs”
KEVIN GUILER
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LEED® by example 
 Washington Electric knew from the outset 
that they wanted their new building to be 
LEED certified. The only question was to 
what level. The company ultimately decided 
to pursue entry-level LEED certification. 
 Striving for higher LEED Silver certification 
would have required enhancements specific to 
such areas as water runoff and the recycling 
of water—issues that weren’t germane to 
Washington Electric’s core business. 
 “We really wanted to do it right when it 
came to the energy side,” says Schilling. “We 
wanted to walk the walk with everything from 
solar panels to high-efficiency water heating, 
geothermal heating and cooling, and high-
efficiency windows.” 
 Bringing more natural light inside the 
building also played a key role in enabling 

Washing Electric wanted to walk the walk with energy efficiency. 
The company decided to pursue entry-level LEED® certification.

WALK THE
WALK

Mondo and Washington Electric to achieve 
LEED certification. For instance, all of the 
offices were located on the outer perimeter, 
enabling the inclusion of windows. This 
allows Washington Electric to gain more free 
heat from the sun during the wintertime, 
as well as reduce the energy required for 
artificial lighting. 
 Kevin Guiler, Project Manager for Mondo 
on the Washington Electric project, explains 
how another design element provided a flood 
of natural light.
 “We added a clerestory that runs the entire 
200-feet length of the facility. It has 30-inch 
windows that add daylight and help conserve 
energy by reducing the daily lighting needs,” 
says Guiler. The clerestory also features a 
gable-type window on the front facing to give 
it an attractive, finished look. 

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013
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“We really wanted to do it right 
when it came to the energy side”
KEN SCHILLING
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“Our concept in building it was that we wanted  
a simple building, but one that was very energy 
efficient and functional”
KEN SCHILLING

Butler® products play a key role 
Washington Electric’s new facility is 30,000 
sq. ft. in size, which includes 10,800 sq. ft. 
of office space and 19,200 sq. ft. of space 
for operational support. At any given time, 
bills are being processed in the front area 
while bucket trucks and track diggers are 
maneuvering in the back area of the building. 

With such a broad range of activities 
happening inside, it was critical to find a 
building solution that could provide both the 
versatility and the cost-effectiveness to pull it 
off. Using Butler products enabled Mondo to 
do just that.  
 A Widespan™ structural system was used to 
construct the facility, with 25-foot bays in the 
back to accommodate the heavy equipment 
that frequently moves in and out of the 
building. 

While Washington Electric’s needs did not 
call for a clearspan solution, the Widespan 
structural system did provide the flexibility 
necessary to optimize all work processes 
inside the facility. 

The roof of the new facility features an 
MR-24® roof system from Butler. This was a 
welcome relief from the existing buildings that 
Washington Electric was operating from—all 
three of which were experiencing leak issues.

Schilling recalls the issues of the old admin 
building in particular. “It was a brick building 
built around 1963, and it had a flat roof. It 
leaked around the rooftop heat pumps and was 
giving us fits,” he says.

The MR-24 roof system provided a proven 
weathertight solution for Washington Electric. 
What’s more, its efficiency, long life cycle, and 
recyclability attributes helped contribute to 
the sustainability of the new facility as well. 

Smooth construction 
Despite running into a few unforeseen 

challenges (including some tricky excavation 
work around a high-pressure gas line outside 
the building), the overall construction 
process itself went very smoothly. Schilling is 
quick to credit Mondo for the expertise and 
professionalism they brought to the jobsite on 

The Widespan™ 
system was chosen 
to accommodate the 
heavy equipment and 
a weathertight roofing 
system provided much 
needed relief from the 
leaks of the former 
facilities.

BUILDING PROFIT SUMMER 2013
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WALK
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“Our concept in building it was that we wanted  
a simple building, but one that was very energy 
efficient and functional”
KEN SCHILLING
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a daily basis. “Working with Mondo’s people 
was a joy,” he says.

According to Schilling, the Washington 
Electric building is also one of the few design-
build facilities that RUS approved. “They 
monitored the construction and I think even 
modeled the process we did with other 
projects that happened afterward,” he says.

Ground was broken on the new facility in 
March of 2011, and Washington Electric took 
ownership in mid January of 2012. Schilling 
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has received very positive feedback from 
members of the community—particularly after 
they have toured the inside of the facility.

“Our concept in building it was that we 
wanted a simple building, but one that was 
very energy efficient and functional. We were 
determined to get a lot of bang for our buck 
and have a building that will be useful for the 
next 50 years. The strong relationship we had 
with Mondo made the whole project work,” 
says Schilling.s

In an effort to decrease 
the amount of artificial 
light needed and 
heating costs, all offices 
were located on the 
outer perimeter and 
a clerestory that runs 
the entire length of the 
facility was installed.

“Working with Mondo's people was a joy”
KEN SCHILLING
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It’s divided into two buildings. 
 The facility features the MR-24® roof system, chosen because 
of the product’s track record for low maintenance and long life. 
The Shadowall™ wall system was selected for its outstanding 
durability. 
 “Even though we have a huge amount of people and 
horsepower here, we’re able to make the business, the 
paperwork—all the logistics—flow very, very smoothly through 
the building. We have had no issues with the flow of equipment 
either, even with all the movement of big equipment in and 
out of the building for fabrication, maintenance and repair,” 
O’Neill says.
  
SOLUTIONS WERE RIGHT ON TRACK

For the most part, the construction process flowed smoothly 
too, according to O’Neill. “You always have little things that 
come up that you need quick solutions for,” O’Neill says. “Scott 

Builders brought us solutions that we accepted right away. 
They were very fine-tuned to our needs and made sure we 
were 100% happy with everything they did—and if there was 
anything we didn’t like, they changed it, fixed it, whatever was 
required. I can’t talk enough about that.”
 Will Woodward says that’s just the way Scott Builders does 
business. “We pride ourselves on the ability to design buildings 
within the realities of the construction world,” he says.
 The new facility has quickly become a very busy, and 
efficient, place for heavy equipment and hardworking people, 
O’Neill says. The early efforts of the late John Hyslop have not 
been forgotten. The team from Scott Builders added a special 
dedication plaque to the front of the building to honor his 
memory. “They did that on their own with no prompting from us. 
That’s the kind of people they are,” O’Neill says. “Their level of 
professionalism was above anything I’ve ever experienced.” s

PRECISION DRILLING
DESIGNING A SPACE FOR MAN AND MACHINE
(Continued inside front cover)
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