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Building the future

Renowned architecture school takes a novel approach

he Southern California Institute of Architecture 
(SCI-Arc) ushers in the future of the built 
world. Challenging convention is in its 

DNA, and SCI-Arc not only teaches its students the 
fundamentals of their future trade, but also fosters the 
spirit of innovation by creating an opportunity for the 
architects of tomorrow to push boundaries and find 
better answers.

This commitment to experimentation is embodied 
in the sheer number of square feet the school has 
dedicated to digital technology and fabrication space. 
In fact, today, nearly 16 percent of the institute’s 
footprint is dedicated to some form of creation — 
whether through futuristic approaches, such as 
a multi-robot work cell, or traditional metal and 
woodworking tools.

“The school is where ideas get exposed to students. 
The building is where this friction occurs, and these 
debates occur, and outcomes of unknown possibilities 
occur,” explained John Enright, FAIA, vice director and 
chief academic officer at SCI-Arc.

To prepare its students to one day lead the architecture 
profession, SCI-Arc prioritizes access to leading 

technology. So the school commissioned a 4,000-square-
foot expansion for a dedicated digital fabrication space 
for students to bring their visions to life. 

Space to create

The addition, dubbed the Magic Box, was needed to 
house 3-D scanners and printers and other equipment 
to allow students to build models in wax, flexible 
materials, metal and other raw materials. 

“Before we started the project, we were accumulating 
machines that were placed in different corners of 
the existing shop,” Enright said. “They need a very 
specialized infrastructure having to do with fume 
exhaust and safety, and so it was important that the 
Magic Box be created to have a safe, clean, functional 
space for all that equipment.”

Beyond fabrication space, the new addition needed to 
fit the vision of the school.

“We are architects, and so any building we do should 
embody the aspirations of what architecture can be,” 
Enright noted. 

(Above) With 4,000 square feet of new space dedicated to the latest 
technology, the Southern California Institute of Architecture leads 
the industry.
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So, true to its nature, SCI-Arc took a new 
approach with the added space. The  
school partnered with AGA Architects and  
Bremco Construction, Inc., a longstanding 
Butler Builder®, to bring the Magic Box to life.  

The project was collaborative from the 
beginning. While the specialized mechanical, 
data and exhaust systems required by the 
design equipment were a driving factor in the 
building design, SCI-Arc also was eager to 
explore different building options, including 
a systems building solution, which is not a 
typical approach for this type of highly  
stylized project.

“There was interest on both sides to look at a 
metal building system for a variety of reasons,” 
said John Bencher, partner at AGA and a  
SCI-Arc graduate. “Some are inherent to that 
kind of a building, but, in a broader sense, 
we tried to look at it as a flexible system that 
would allow us to do a variety of things.”

Extreme customization

By engaging with Bremco, SCI-Arc was able  
to tap into the Butler engineering team to  
make sure the building design achieved the 
school’s vision. 

“Butler was the most willing to work with us 
on doing something like this,” Bencher noted. 
“Other companies seem to have less of an 
interest in pursuing a kind of building that was 
so unique.” 

According to Greg Darling, vice president, 
Bremco, this building took full advantage of the 
Butler® system’s capabilities. It features: 

• Exterior floor-to-ceiling storefront  
glass walls

• Operable bi-fold skylights

• Interior scissor door between the new and 
existing buildings 

• Recessed entrance 

• Sectional doors that open to the exterior

• Multiple stories

• Translucent skylights and wall panels

• Sizable awnings

The Magic Box uses the Widespan™ system by 
Butler, a structural system known for its ability 
to satisfy a spectrum of design requirements. 
The Widespan can create large column-free 
interior spaces with minimal secondary 
structural supports and bracing.

“The system was flexible; it allowed us to 
subtract metal pieces, add metal pieces  
very easily, with the same base structure  
and substitute one material for another,” 
Bencher said. 

The functionality of the Widespan allows 
the Magic Box to meet both the technical 
requirements of the building and the school’s 
vision for the space. Minimizing interior 
columns allows for the building to feature 
glass interior walls. This helps faculty ensure 

BUILDING
THE FUTURE

The architecture school encourages students  
to embrace, take part in and design urban life.  
The building structure deliberately embodies  
that philosophy.
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students are using the equipment safely. 
Additionally, features that open the building 
to the exterior provide both aesthetic value, 
ventilation (an important consideration when 
dealing with 3-D printers and other fabrication 
technologies) and the ability to stock the area 
with large materials. 

While the building features are many, its 
exterior palette is minimal in terms of materials 
used: Butlerib® II wall and roof system panels, 
translucent wall panels and clear glazing make 
up the exterior surfaces on the building. 

The Butlerib II wall system employs deep 
corrugations to add visual interest and 
strength as well as pre-designed transition 
materials to easily coordinate with other 
building components. It is compatible with a 
variety of fastener options. 

Proof of concept

The school and the architect viewed the 
project as an experiment in applying a  
systems construction approach in a more 

architectural setting. The end result met  
SCI-Arc’s requirements. 

“It did kind of show everybody that systems 
construction is a viable option [in this 
setting],” Bencher reflected. 

“We explored how to customize within a given 
set of parts to something that was specific to 
what our needs were,” Enright added. 

In addition to the unique structure, the team’s 
effective collaboration stood out to Enright. 

“With a project of this type, the coordination 
between owner, architect and builder is 

Using a structural system that required  
minimal bracing helped make floor-to-ceiling  
clear glazing possible.

“  We are 
architects, 
and so any 
building we 
do should 
embody the 
aspirations 
of what 
architecture 
can be.”  

  JOHN ENRIGHT, 
  SCI-ARC 

“ Butler was the most willing 
to work with us on doing 
something like this.”  

   JOHN BENCHER, 
AGA ARCHITECTS

Pushing the  
architecture industry 
forward requires access 
to the latest technology. 
Students use 3-D 
printers and other  
tools to bring their 
visions to life.
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For four-plus decades, the Southern California Institute of Architecture has educated leaders 
in the profession with an avant-garde approach. Founded in the early 1970s by students and 
faculty from a neighboring university craving a more experimental perspective, the school focuses 
on forging new frontiers via experiencing the environment, asking questions and challenging 
conventional constructs. It is one of the world’s few remaining independent architecture schools 
and is renowned for its focus on technology. 

Housed in the historic Sante Fe Railroad warehouse building in the Los Angeles arts district, its 
500 students, evenly divided between undergrad and graduate, pursue an education that extends 
far beyond learning drawing and modeling. They’re also challenged to examine not just the built 
environments, but how communities function. In fact, one of its degrees focuses on how architects 
also must double as theorists and educators. 

SPOTLIGHT ON SCI-ARC

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTURE 

MAGIC BOX
Butler Builder®: Bremco Construction, Inc.
Architect: AGA Architects
Size: 4,000 square feet
Butler® Systems: Widespan™ structural system, 
Butlerib® II roof system, Butlerib® II wall system

critical,” he noted. “All team members worked 
together to coordinate structure, metal building 
panels, skylights and openings in the project.”

Thanks to this successful collaboration, 
the Magic Box is now in place, and SCI-Arc 
students are equipped to create better  
answers for the architectural challenges  
of tomorrow. 

“The system 
was flexible, it 

allowed us to 
subtract metal 

pieces, add 
metal pieces 
very easily, 

with the same 
base structure, 
and substitute 
one material 
for another.”  

   JOHN BENCHER, 
AGA ARCHITECTS

Much of the technology housed in the Magic Box space requires specialized ventilation, which the building 
was designed to handle.

BUILDING
THE FUTURE
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(Above) Ensuring the new facility reflected its high-quality brand 
was a key consideration for Micro Matic.  

Wagner Construction built the original headquarters in 
2008 as well as the 2010 expansion. 

Using Butler® structural, roof and wall systems, Wagner 
Construction delivered a striking new building that 
achieved both aesthetic and functional goals — as well 
as Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) certification.

Understanding design needs

Torben Toftegaard, president of Micro Matic USA, 
expected the new building to reflect high quality 
standards and visually appealing industrial design — 
hallmarks of the Micro Matic brand. Located along the 
busy Suncoast Parkway north of Tampa, the completed 
building is an eye-catching landmark that is a visible 
reflection of the Micro Matic brand.

f you’re a draft beer lover, you can probably name 
dozens of beer brands but likely have never heard of 
Micro Matic. Yet this company is a global leader in 

brewing equipment, selling dispensing systems for beer, 
cocktails, water and wine in more than 120 countries 
around the world. If you’re hoisting a cold one, chances 
are the suds traveled through tanks, cooling systems or 
keg valves made by Micro Matic.

The Denmark-based company has been on a fast growth 
curve in the United States. In 2010, the Micro Matic 
USA headquarters building in Brooksville, Florida, 
expanded from 50,000 square feet to 84,000 square feet. 
Yet the company needed even more manufacturing 
and warehouse space. The solution? An additional 
73,000-square-foot building on a separate site in a nearby 
industrial park.

For the new facility, Micro Matic turned to Wagner 
Construction Company, a Butler Builder®, and its owner 
Brennan Smith. Based in nearby Leesburg, Florida, 

New Micro Matic warehouse is ultimate in efficiency and aesthetics

Tapping into top-end 
functionality

photography by SeamuS payne CommerCial photography

I
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“The completed building is spot-on,” 
Toftegaard said. “Brennan Smith understands 
and respects design, and that made a big 
difference in the project.” 

Smith and the Wagner Construction team 
worked in concert with the architectural firm, 
Beck Architecture LLC, to blend an impressive 
exterior look seamlessly throughout the 
building’s lobby, offices and warehouse.

“Inside and out, everything in the building 
is functional and aesthetically pleasing, 
yet done in the most economical fashion 
possible,” Smith said.

Functional spaces

The new warehouse required an open floor 
plan with layout flexibility — a perfect fit  
for the Landmark™ 2000 structural system 
from Butler Manufacturing™. A 50-by-50 
column line grid system allowed for minimal 
interior columns and a large expanse of floor 
space, plus a mezzanine level between the 
floor and ceiling. 

The Landmark 2000 system utilizes  
Truss PurlinXT

™ secondary structural 
members and rod bracing to enable  
column-free spans up to 60 feet — the 
longest bay size available on the market. 
With an acrylic-coated galvanized finish, 
Truss PurlinXT technology also delivers  
an attractive interior appearance.

Planning for expansion

With Micro Matic’s rapid growth, future 
expansion was another top-of-mind concern. 
Although the majority of the building is 
concrete tilt-wall construction, Wagner 
Construction added a 26-gauge Shadowall™ 
end wall from Butler. That means the 
building can easily expand from its current 
73,000 square feet up to 140,000 square feet. 

“With the Shadowall end wall in place,  
we can construct an addition without  
disrupting operations in the existing 
building. After we take down the end panel, 
the customer can move into the new area 
immediately,” Smith said.

Stainless steel cable guardrails and polished  
concrete contribute to the clean interior look.

Flexible and economical systems from Butler® allowed the new Micro Matic USA facility to incorporate 
several high-impact features to create visual appeal and reinforce the Micro Matic brand.

• Stainless steel cable on all stairway and mezzanine guardrails

• Polished concrete floors

• 30-foot cantilevered canopy over the main building entrance

• Exposed overhead structure, ductwork and equipment for a modern, industrial look

• Red color highlights throughout the interior and exterior

WOW FACTORS

TAPPING INTO
TOP-END FUNCTIONALITY



9BUILDING PROFIT SPRING 2017

For the roof, the team chose the MR-24® 
roof system from Butler, a durable 24-gauge 
standing seam option that integrated easily 
with the concrete tilt walls. 

“The MR-24 system was turnkey, 
including flashing, water management and 
waterproofing. We found it to be one of the 
better roof installations we’ve seen," said 
Mark Stenson, AIA, project manager at Beck 
Architecture LLC. 

Sustainable construction goals

As a global company concerned with 
sustainability, Micro Matic wanted to 
minimize the building’s environmental 
impact.

“It’s a high priority for Micro Matic to 
reduce noise, ensure safety and protect the 
environment,” said Toftegaard. “It’s part of 
our company’s DNA.”

The design and construction team set out to 
achieve LEED certification through material 
selection, construction practices and energy-
efficient design. Taylor Ralph, president, 

REAL Building Consultants, stepped in 
to guide the process of reaching LEED 
certification. 

As LEED consultants, Ralph and his team 
evaluate building design characteristics, 
keeping in mind efficiency, health and 
return on investment. Ralph recommends 
design features and sustainability best 
practices during construction. Upon building 
completion, the REAL team submits all 
paperwork to the U.S. Green Building Council 
to establish LEED certification.

As the largest material supplier for the 
project, Butler Manufacturing helped  
support the LEED application by 
documenting the manufacturing location 
and amount of recycled content in Butler® 
products. Other factors that contributed 
to LEED certification include construction 
waste recycling, efficient LED lighting, 
natural landscaping, sun shades and water-
saving restroom fixtures. Post-construction, 
fuel-efficient vehicles get preferred parking 
spaces and smoking is prohibited within 25 
feet of the Micro Matic building.

“ The MR-24 
system was 
turnkey, 
including 
flashing,  
water 
management 
and 
waterproofing.”   

  MARK STENSON, AIA,  

  BECK ARCHITECTURE LLC

The Micro Matic construction project incorporated multiple techniques to reduce the environmental 
impact of the new building. Check out these impressive facts:

• 90 percent of construction waste recycled and diverted from landfills 

• 57 percent of materials extracted and manufactured within 500 miles of the project

• 12,000 gallons of water saved per year with water-efficient sinks and toilets

• 90 percent reduction in irrigation demand through drought-tolerant plantings and  
 efficient irrigation design

EFFICIENCY BY THE NUMBERS

Minimal interior 
columns equal 
maximum flexibility. The 
Truss PurlinXT

™ helps 
ensure the space will 
meet Micro Matic’s needs 
today and in the future.
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Cooling cost-efficiency

One of the biggest energy challenges for the 
Micro Matic project was central Florida’s 
hot, humid weather, Ralph said. Saving 
cooling costs was essential for the massive 
warehouse.

“The roof system and wall systems from 
Butler were integral in creating a tight 
envelope that controls energy leakage and 
keeps a comfortable environment for people 
who work in the building,” said Ralph. 

Nine inches of insulation achieve an R-30 
energy rating for the MR-24® roof system, 
with another 6 inches of insulation between 
the concrete walls. After completion, a 
thorough energy model predicted that the 
Micro Matic facility will perform 25 percent 
better than comparable buildings. 

Checking all the boxes

The completed Micro Matic structure not 
only exceeded the customer’s expectations 
— it’s a model for design sophistication 
that’s not often seen in industrial settings.

“When you consider the functionality, the 
attractive design, LEED certification and 
everything else that went into this building, 
I think we checked all the important boxes,” 
Smith said. “The building exceeds industry 
standards on all fronts.” 

MICRO MATIC

Butler Builder®: Wagner Construction Co., LLC  
Architect: Beck Architecture LLC
Size: 73,027 square feet
Butler® Systems: Landmark™ 2000 structural 
system with Truss PurlinXT

™, MR-24® roof system, 
Shadowall™ wall system 

“The completed building  
is spot-on.” 

  TORBEN TOFTEGAARD,  
MICRO MATIC USA

TAPPING INTO
TOP-END FUNCTIONALITY

An energy model predicts Micro Matic will perform 25 percent better than comparable buildings thanks to 
efficient design features like the Butler® roof and wall systems.
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(Above) This teepee, formed with Butler steel coil and structurals, is 
one of the new multiplex’s most distinctive design features.

photography by ConCeptS photography & deSign and Wright ConStruCtion

the outdated facility with one providing extraordinary 
amenities for the community’s 600 residents.

As the project’s coordinator, Watson approached Wright 
Construction Western with a long list of building features. 
No. 1 on the list was an adequately sized hockey arena, 
followed by space for large and small group meetings, staff 
offices and exercise facilities. Butler helped meet all those 
needs with a dramatic, durable, yet economical structure 
that has become the community’s focal point. 

The completed Chief Denton George Memorial Multiplex 
incorporates a 1,500-seat hockey arena with locker rooms, 
a commercial-grade kitchen, boardroom, fitness center, 
and walking and jogging track. A 100-by-120-foot multi-use 

ou know a new building is successful when it is 
kept too busy to schedule a grand opening. Since 
completion in September 2014, the Chief Denton 

George Memorial Multiplex has been jam-packed with 
hockey games, community events, fitness classes and 
more — leaving little time to plan an open house.

“The building is a tremendous hub of activity all  
year-round,” said Morley Watson, facilities manager at  
the Ochapowace First Nation’s 56,700-square-foot multiplex 
near Whitewood, Saskatchewan, Canada. “We’re so grateful 
to have this recreational and cultural center to serve our 
community. We truly are celebrating it every day.”

Wright Construction Western, Inc., a Butler Builder® in 
Saskatoon, constructed the new multiplex to replace a 
wood construction, 1980s-era hockey arena that burned 
in 2011. Although Ochapowace mourned the loss of the 
old arena, the fire created the opportunity to replace 

Y
New community center serves Ochapowace First Nation

Multiplex bustles with 
hockey and more
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This hockey rink is one of the main gathering places for the Ochapowace First Nation community.

hall hosts school physical education classes, 
dances and meetings, with capacity to seat up 
to 500 people.

“It’s an impressive complex, especially for a 
community of this size,” said Logan Hjelte, 
project manager at Wright Construction 
Western. “Basically, anyone in the community 
can get involved with the facility, whether it is 
a meeting, fitness activity or sporting event. 
It was an ambitious project, and we’re proud 
that we had the opportunity to be a part of it.”

Speed of construction essential

Since the community was without a local 
arena for two years, speed of construction 
was top of mind to make the Chief Denton 
George Memorial Multiplex a reality.

“Our residents were champing at the bit to 
complete the facility. We were tired of having to 
send our kids to outside communities to practice 
and play hockey, and we had no suitable place 
for a community gathering,” Watson said.

“ We’re so grateful to have this recreational and spiritual center to 
serve our community.”   

   MORLEY WATSON, CHIEF DENTON GEORGE MEMORIAL MULTIPLEX

“We enclosed the building quickly with roof 
and wall panel systems from Butler, allowing 
interior construction to continue through 
the winter of 2013 in order to hit a September 
2014 opening for the majority of the facility,” 
Hjelte said. Building components include the 
Widespan™ structural system, MR-24® roof 
system and Shadowall™ wall system. 

Column-free spectator views

“We were impressed with the simplicity and 
flexibility we’d get by working with Butler. 
We achieved all the building’s needs within 
its standard design parameters,” noted Bob 
Burnyeat, principal architect with aodbt 
architecture + interior design in Saskatoon, 
and designer of the project. 

“The Widespan structural system achieved the 
large spans required for column-free spectator 
viewing during hockey games,” Burnyeat 
said. The 160-by-140-foot arena is home to the 
Ochapowace Thunder adult and junior hockey 
teams, and hosts open skating and other 

MULTIPLEX BUSTLES
WITH HOCKEY AND MORE
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The namesake of the Chief Denton George Memorial Multiplex grew up in the Ochapowace First 
Nation community. Recognized as a leader from a young age, Denton George served on the 
band council for many years before being elected chief in 1989. He was a strong advocate for 
the rights of the Canadian aboriginal people and supported the Ochapowace First Nation through 
sporting and cultural events, especially youth hockey leagues. George passed away in 2009. 

“To pay tribute to Chief Denton George and his years of leadership, we asked permission from his 
family to name the memorial multiplex after him,” said Watson. “It was a small way we could pay 
him and his family back for his commitment to our community.”

ABOUT CHIEF DENTON GEORGE

Cultural tribute

The builder’s creative application of the 
Shadowall system also allowed for a  
teepee,─an icon of the Ochapowace culture,  
outside the Chief Denton George Memorial 
Multiplex entrance.

“When we were planning the multiplex, we 
wanted something to signify our First Nation 
heritage,” explained Watson. “For centuries, 
the teepee served as the shelter and home for 
our people.”

The teepee was an inspiring addition to the 
multiplex plan. To achieve the one-of-a-kind 
structure, the design team had to mimic 
what is traditionally a portable shelter made 
of wood and animal hides, yet construct a 
permanent, weatherproof and ventilated 
building component — all the while meeting 
current building codes. Burnyeat and the 
crew from Wright Construction Western made 
the teepee possible with a little ingenuity and 
creative use of systems from Butler.

Starting with conventional steel framing, the 
construction team brought in stock coil from 
Butler and rolled the cone-shaped structure 

events throughout the year. When not in use by 
the community, the ice is rented to hockey and 
figure skating clubs in the surrounding areas — 
even the occasional birthday party group — to 
bring in additional revenue. 

Burnyeat and the construction team consulted 
with engineers at Butler Manufacturing™ to 
ensure the structure could accommodate the 
second floor, future concert rigging, plus a large 
four-sided electronic score clock and an 8-by-15-
foot press box that extend from the ceiling.

“We planned the building design around 
these weight requirements. The additional 
loading proved to be no challenge for Butler,” 
Burnyeat said. 

Rugged roofing and walls

Covered by the rugged and versatile  
MR-24 roof system, the multiplex is built to 
withstand Saskatchewan’s brutal winters and 
heavy snowfalls. The 24-gauge roof material 
allowed for additional fiberglass insulation to 
reach an R-20 energy-efficiency rating. All of 
the heating and air conditioning equipment is 
mounted on platforms inside the multiplex.

The Shadowall wall system from Butler 
provides versatility and durability to 
complement the MR-24 roof system. The 
26-gauge Shadowall features factory-punched 
panels with up to 33 percent fewer fasteners 
than most panel systems, which helped speed 
the construction process. 

The clean look of the Shadowall wall system 
completes the building’s striking interior 
and exterior appearance. The majority of the 
building is Butler’s Solar White, with Majestic 
Blue accents.  

“ We enclosed  
the building 
quickly with  
roof and wall 
panel systems 
from Butler.”  

   LOGAN HJELTE,  
WRIGHT CONSTRUCTION 

WESTERN, INC.

Large locker rooms 
inside the multiplex 
allow youth hockey 
teams to suit up like  
the pros.
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The Ochapowace First Nation’s agreement with Wright Construction Western to build the Chief 
Denton George Memorial Multiplex included a provision to use 20,000 hours of labor from within 
the community. Between subcontractors, apprentices and construction workers hired by Wright 
Construction, the actual number of hours exceeded 30,000. Local labor included concrete work, 
carpentry, millwork, electric and mechanicals.

“The project gave our young people an opportunity to get into the workforce, provide for their 
families and build something that will be a part of our community for decades to come,” said 
Morley Watson, facilities manager at the complex.

“We didn’t just build the multiplex for the Ochapowace community, we built it with them,” said 
Logan Hjelte, project manager at Wright Construction Western, Inc. “In the end, everyone can 
take pride in the finished product.”

DYNAMIC LOCAL WORKFORCE

on-site. The Shadowall wall system in Solar 

White covers the teepee to match the rest of 

the multiplex exterior. 

“We were able to design a teepee-shaped 

structure that blends seamlessly into the 

main building. It was a bit of a challenge, since 

modern building materials are not as easily 

crafted into that shape as natural materials. 

But it all worked out well,” says Burnyeat.

Not just a cultural symbol, the 10-foot 

diameter and 27-foot tall teepee serves 

as a spiritual center and meeting place 

for community elders. It also serves as an 

overflow classroom for children.  

“It’s a beautiful feature that pays tribute to our 

past, yet serves as a wonderful space for our 

elders to discuss issues for the betterment of 

our community,” Watson said.

A model for others

Now that the Chief Denton George Memorial 
Multiplex is complete, a steady contingent of 
visitors has studied the building – including a 
group from the University of Saskatchewan – 
to get ideas for similar complexes.

“Close to 25 First Nation and non-First Nation 
communities that are considering a new 
building have come to look at our facility 
and ask questions over the past two years,” 
Watson said.

From the builder’s perspective, the multiplex 
is a finished product that all can be proud of.

“This project was possible through a great 
collaborative effort between the architect, 
the community, tradespeople and ourselves,” 
Hjelte said. “In the end, everyone involved  
had success.” 

CHIEF DENTON GEORGE  
MEMORIAL MULTIPLEX

Butler Builder®: Wright Construction Western, Inc. 
Architect: aodbt architecture + interior design
Size: 56,700 square feet
Butler® Systems: Widespan™ structural system, 
MR-24® roof system, Shadowall™ wall system 

“ We were impressed with the 
simplicity and flexibility we’d 
get by working with Butler.”   

   BOB BURNYEAT,  
AODBT ARCHITECTURE + INTERIOR DESIGN

MULTIPLEX BUSTLES
WITH HOCKEY AND MORE
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Pampered pets feel at home at Barkefellers

Dog day care center  
resembles five-star hotel

(Above) An upscale experience for area pet owners is at the heart 
of the Barkefellers brand. Owner Rick Coffey considered how the 
building impacts customers’ impressions during the design process.

oday’s pet parents demand the best for their 
dogs and cats. Traditional kennels just don’t 
cut it anymore. Barkefellers seeks to provide 

Indianapolis-area “fur babies” a home away from home 
they’ll enjoy. Its new 36,000-square-foot building provides 
overnight lodging, day care, pet-sitting, grooming and 
training for both dogs and cats — all in an upscale 
environment designed to impress.

President Rick Coffey founded Barkefellers on the south 
side of Indianapolis in 2009. 

“Pets have climbed the hierarchy to where they are 
members of the family, and people want the best for them,” 
Coffey noted. In fact, he and his staff refer to their clients 
as pet “parents” and not “owners.” 

“There are high expectations when we are caring for their 

T so-called children. It’s a good business financially, but we 
also love what we do. It’s a joy to be around these pets all 
day,” he said.

Even during tough economic times, the new business 
prospered. In 2012, Coffey decided to expand with a 
second Barkefellers location.

While planning for a new site, Coffey initially explored 
remodeling an existing building. He consulted with Dan 
Smith from Smith Development and Construction Co., 
a Butler Builder® in Noblesville, Indiana. Smith showed 
Coffey that new construction using Butler® systems would 
be more cost effective than retrofitting. The result was a 
new 28,000-square-foot Barkefellers facility on a 2.5-acre 
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DOG DAY CARE CENTER
RESEMBLES FIVE-STAR HOTEL

site on the west side of town, designed by 
Darren Peterson of Peterson Architecture.

Based on the success of that project, it was 
a no-brainer for Coffey to turn once again 
to Smith Development and Construction, 
Peterson Architecture and Butler systems for 
Barkefellers’ next expansion.

Coffey had a clear vision for Barkefellers 
Northeast, the newest and largest of the three 
locations.

“Our goal is to be the foremost pet facility in 
the area. We are looking for an upscale look 
with quality construction. We want to make 
a great impression from the curb as well as 
inside,” he said.

Flexible Butler systems were up to the task of 
creating an eye-catching facility with all the 
amenities a pampered pet could dream of.  

The versatile Widespan™ structural system 
allows for a column-free, open interior to 
accommodate dog suites and separate play 
spaces for small, medium and large dogs. It 
also provides the strength to accommodate 
a mezzanine level in the front of the building 

that houses offices and a dozen suites for cats. 

“In our business, just like a hotel, each suite 
represents revenue. During peak seasons, 
being able to house as many dogs as possible 
is critical to our operation,” said Coffey. “A 
building with columns would have limited 
our capacity and therefore our revenue. The 
Widespan system is an ideal solution to make 
best use of our space.”

The absence of columns in the Widespan 
system also allows for easy cleaning.  
Since Coffey spent 25 years in the cleaning  
industry before starting Barkefellers, he’s  
a stickler for sanitation.

“We have a central vacuum system, so our 

“  With (the SunLite Strip)  
system there are no shadows 
and dark spots that could be 
frightening for dogs.”

  DARREN PETERSON,  
  PETERSON ARCHITECTURE

These dogs are enjoying the high life at Barkefellers, which is complete with private suites meant to mimic 
their home life.
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After spending time at Barkefellers, some pets may not want to come home. The dog day care 
center and hotel offers a presidential suite with spa-like amenities for the pickiest pooches and 
their parents. Here’s what the ultimate pet-lodging experience entails:

• Spacious, climate-controlled indoor living area 

• Private, fully enclosed outdoor patio

• Flat screen with access to DogTV, with canine-centric videos and relaxing music

• Personal ceiling fan and light

• Ability for the owner to check on the pet through a password-protected webcam

ULTIMATE PET PAMPERING 

routine is to spray, scrub, wait 10 minutes and 
then rinse and vacuum,” Coffey explained. “It’s 
so much easier to move through the facility 
without having columns to deal with. People 
marvel at the cleanliness of our facility.”

Canine comfort is another priority. Instead 
of the galvanized metal enclosures common 
in many dog day care centers, suites at 
Barkefellers are composed of stainless steel 
and glass, which is easier to clean as well as 
more soothing for the animals.

“These days, dogs are used to looking out 
picture windows or sliding glass doors in their 
homes,” explained Coffey. “Research shows 
that dogs can become stressed if they have to 
look through a fence-type material rather than 
the glass they are accustomed to.”

Day-long daylighting

The SunLite Strip® daylighting system from 
Butler creates a warm, sunny environment 
that the pets enjoy. The system’s acrylic 
domed technology adds up to three times the 
amount of light earlier and later in the day 
when compared with translucent panels. Yet it 
also diffuses bright sunlight to eliminate glare 
and hot spots.  

“With this system there are no shadows and 
dark spots that could be frightening for dogs,” 
said Darren Peterson, principal architect from 
Peterson Architecture, which designed the 
building. “It provides soft, warm light that 
creates a very comfortable environment.”

The SunLite Strip daylighting system 
integrates seamlessly with the  
MR-24® standing-seam roof system  

Stainless steel and glass 
enclosures are easy to 
clean and help minimize 
stress for visiting pets.

“  I consider Butler to be one of the highest-quality manufacturers, and 
that’s just what I was looking for.”

  RICK COFFEY, BARKEFELLERS
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Public exposure and ready access are among the secrets to Barkefellers’ success. Owner 
Rick Coffey scouted several sites before spotting an ideal 5-acre lot for the third location in 
northeastern Indianapolis. Although rural areas have fewer zoning restrictions, it’s important for 
dog hotels to be easily accessible for people dropping their pets off before going to work, or 
taking advantage of a few hours of pet-sitting while shopping. 

Barkefellers Northeast is close to two major freeways and adjacent to retail and business centers. 
The Widespan™ structural system from Butler Manufacturing™ allowed for a highly visible two-story 
building with large signage and banners to grab attention and support the company brand.

“Finding the best sites is not easy because of our building size and zoning requirements,” said 
Coffey. “But we have persevered. We now have three locations that are only 30 minutes from 
each other for the convenience of our clients.”

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION

from Butler. Unlike traditional skylights 
that require a high curb around the roof 
penetration, the SunLite Strip daylighting 
system frame has a self-curbing design that is 
weathertight and leak-free.

Durable, low-maintenance walls

The Shadowall™ wall system from Butler helped 
create an appealing appearance at an economical 

price. The system’s semiconcealed fasteners 

contribute to the building’s curb appeal, and 

the factory-punched Shadowall panels  

helped speed construction. With the Butler 

wall system as a base, the builder constructed 

a low-maintenance wall that is easy to  

clean and stands up to the challenges of  

dogs that may have a tendency to chew on 

their surroundings.

Luxury details such as a 
dark wood balustrade, 
ornate chandelier and 

welcoming concierge desk 
are unexpected accents  

in a dog day care center.

DOG DAY CARE CENTER
RESEMBLES FIVE-STAR HOTEL
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“We attached 4-inch square blocks to the 

lower walls and painted them with epoxy,” 

Smith explained. “The Shadowall system 

allows for durability, good looks and as little 

maintenance as possible.”

The flexibility of the Shadowall system also 

allowed for installation of dog doors that lead 

to individual exercise runs outside. 

“Designing the dog doors involved some 

coordination with Butler since it’s not a 

common practice to cut that many holes in 

the side of a building,” said Peterson. “But it 

was easy to do and worked out well.”
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“ The Shadowall system  
allows for durability,  
good looks and  
as little maintenance  
as possible.” 

   DAN SMITH,  
SMITH DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION CO.

Curb appeal and more

Capping off the Barkefellers Northeast 
exterior is an impressive entrance featuring 
stone accents, planters and awnings. An 
exterior insulation and finish system (EIFS) 
covers the exterior walls at the front of the 
building as well as 40 feet on either side.

“We’re extremely pleased with our building,” 
said Coffey. “I consider Butler to be one of 
the highest-quality manufacturers, and that’s 
just what I was looking for. We achieved the 
combination of a fairly economical building 
with the look of a first-class human hotel.” 

Builder Dan Smith (left) and owner Rick Coffey (right) stroll the halls of Barkefellers.

BARKEFELLERS

Butler Builder®: Smith Development and  
Construction Co., Inc.
Architect: Peterson Architecture
Size: 36,000 square feet
Butler® Systems: Widespan™ structural system, 
MR-24® roof system, Shadowall™ wall system,  
SunLite Strip® daylighting system
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While Micro Matic needed extra space,  
its new facility also provides better 
business value.  

TAPPING INTO
TOP-END FUNCTIONALITY


